
 

WILLSMORE, Percy 

Private : Northumberland Fusiliers : 22nd (Tyneside Scottish) Bn.  

Age: 25  

Died of illness: 05/06/1917  

Service No: 47130  

Percy was the son of Mrs. Eliza Willsmore, of East St., Tollesbury, Maldon, Essex. He had 

been born in Langford  in 1892 & gave his residence as Braintree on joining. The 1911 census shows 

both Percy & his mother living at Stisted. Although the same census shows Willsmores at Tollesbury 

neither Eliza nor Percy appear. It is believed that Eliza, who was born in 1857 moved to be with 

relatives at Tollesbury in her declining years. 

The 22nd (Service) Battalion (3rd Tyneside Scottish)  were formed at Newcastle, 5 November 1914, 

by the Lord Mayor and City.  In June 1915 they were attached to the  102nd Brigade, 34th Division. 

This Division was originally part of the Fifth New Army, and was numbered 41st. However, the 

Fourth New Army was broken up in April 1915, and the Division was renumbered 34th, part of K4. It 

was formed of many units that had been raised by public subscription and private projects, and was 

only taken over by the War Office on 15th August 1915. The Division moved to France between 7th 

and 15th January 1916, and served with distinction on the Western Front throughout the war. He died 

in the aftermath of the Battle of Arras, 9 April to 15 May 1917 

 

1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal 



 

 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: Bay 2 and 3.  

Memorial: ARRAS MEMORIAL 

 

The French handed over Arras to Commonwealth forces in the spring of 1916 and the system of 

tunnels upon which the town is built were used and developed in preparation for the major 

offensive planned for April 1917. The Commonwealth section of the FAUBOURG D'AMIENS 

CEMETERY was begun in March 1916, behind the French military cemetery established earlier. It 

continued to be used by field ambulances and fighting units until November 1918. The cemetery was 

enlarged after the Armistice when graves were brought in from the battlefields and from two 

smaller cemeteries in the vicinity. The cemetery contains 2,651 Commonwealth burials of the First 

World War. In addition, there are 30 war graves of other nationalities, most of them German. During 

the Second World War, Arras was occupied by United Kingdom forces headquarters until the town 

was evacuated on 23 May 1940. Arras then remained in German hands until retaken by 



Commonwealth and Free French forces on 1 September 1944. The cemetery contains seven 

Commonwealth burials of the Second World War. The graves in the French military cemetery were 

removed after the First World War to other burial grounds and the land they had occupied was used 

for the construction of the Arras Memorial and Arras Flying Services Memorial. The ARRAS 

MEMORIAL commemorates almost 35,000 servicemen from the United Kingdom, South Africa and 

New Zealand who died in the Arras sector between the spring of 1916 and 7 August 1918, the eve of 

the Advance to Victory, and have no known grave. The most conspicuous events of this period were 

the Arras offensive of April-May 1917, and the German attack in the spring of 1918. Canadian and 

Australian servicemen killed in these operations are commemorated by memorials at Vimy and 

Villers-Bretonneux. A separate memorial remembers those killed in the Battle of Cambrai in 1917. 

The ARRAS FLYING SERVICES MEMORIAL commemorates nearly 1,000 airmen of the Royal Naval Air 

Service, the Royal Flying Corps, and the Royal Air Force, either by attachment from other arms of the 

forces of the Commonwealth or by original enlistment, who were killed on the whole Western Front 

and who have no known grave. Both cemetery and memorial were designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens, 

with sculpture by Sir William Reid Dick. No. of Identified Casualties: 34717 

Last updated  25/01/2008   

                                                   His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbury 

HE IS COMMEMORATED ON A PLAQUE AT STISTED CHURCH 

 

 


